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LEAN HONORS DEFENDERS OF THE ENVIRONMENT
BATON ROUGE (Oct. 31, 2006) – Nine nationally-known leaders who have had a profound effect on the Louisiana environmental and conservation movement are the recipients of awards from the Louisiana Environmental Action Network.


“The people we are honoring are pioneers in the movement to protect the Gulf Coast, warn about the destruction of our cypress forests, warn about toxics in the air, water and soil, and teach us about the benefits of a sound environmental policy,” says MaryLee Orr, executive director of LEAN. “These are people who had the courage to take on the status quo and make changes for the better.”

This year’s award recipients include the following.
· Mark Davis, outgoing executive director of the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, was presented with a Legend of Louisiana Award for his dedication to coastal restoration efforts in Louisiana.
· Advocate newspaper reporter Mike Dunne was named a Legend of Louisiana for his many years of coverage of environmental issues in Louisiana.
· Wilma Subra, a (I need a better description of her), and Ivor van Heerden, PhD, director of the LSU Hurricane Center, were honored with the Defender of the Environment Award for their exemplary leadership to Louisiana communities. (I think we need just a little more descriptive content here.)
· Attorneys Joel Waltzer and Robert Wiygul are recognized with the Scott Welch Award for being champions of the people and working to protect the natural resources of the state of Louisiana.
· The Reverend Nguyen The Vien and Steve Menard are honored as the 2006 recipients of the Ramona Stevens Solidarity Award for building bridges to sustain communities and empower citizens.  These two community leaders received the award in honor of their efforts to help their communities rebuild and recover after hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
· Florence Robinson, a retired biology professor at Southern University and a member of the board of LEAN, was presented with a new award, the St. Francis Heroine of the Hurricane, in recognition of her personal sacrifices and efforts to rescue animals left homeless after the hurricanes.
“I have had the privilege to have worked and continue to work with these people we are honoring,” says Orr. “I have to tell you that it’s such a privilege to be with each of them. They are visionaries and it’s such a joy to honor them for the work they have done through the years. They are true treasures for the state.”
* * *
The Louisiana Environmental Action Network is a statewide coalition of more than 100 groups and several thousand individual members. LEAN works to improve the environment for the benefit of all citizens of Louisiana. For more information on LEAN, visit: www.leanweb.org/.
